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Project Overview
A Snapshot of Project Progress



What is Bus Rapid Transit? 

• Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is a 
faster and more reliable 
bus system.

• BRT routes in Montgomery 
County are branded under 
the network name, Flash.

• Benefits include →



Flash BRT 
Active 
Network

• Ten BRT routes were 
proposed in the 2013 
master plan

• Of the 10 routes:
• 1 in service

• 2 in the planning stage

• 2 in the design stage



North Bethesda Transitway 
Planning Study

• Corridor Extents from 2013 Master Plan: 
o Western Terminus: Westfield Montgomery Mall

o Eastern Terminus: White Flint or Grosvenor-
Strathmore Metrorail station

• Study Outcomes:
o What type of BRT service is needed in this area 

o Select an eastern terminus

o Designate alignment types
o Dedicated BRT lanes vs. mixed traffic

o Confirm stop locations

          
           

    

           

                    

   

   

The North Bethesda Flash will connect to the MD355 and Randolph Road BRT services 
and will integrate with future BRT routes.
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Goals and Objectives



Corridor Foundations
Developing Baseline Data and Understanding Existing Conditions
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Key Opportunities

• Opportunity to connect diverse 
communities with jobs and retail 
in the study area 

• Opportunity to increase transit 
mode share with high-quality 
transit

• New development provides 
opportunity for new ridership 

• Sector plans assume robust 
transportation system to 
support new development



Key Opportunities

• Opportunity to connect to 
planned regional transit

• Opportunity to improve 
multimodal connectivity

• Opportunity to achieve Vision 
Zero goals

• Post-COVID travel patterns will 
need to be continually monitored, 
and may justify more all-day bus 
service



Termini Screening
Assessment and Comparison of the Eastern Terminus Alternatives



White Flint 
Alternative

NOTE: Alignment, station locations, 
dedicated lane assumptions, and 
pedestrian/bike facilities based on 
the County’s Transitways Corridor 
Master Plan, Master Plan of 
Highways and Transitways, and 
Bicycle Master Plan. All are subject 
to further analysis during the Build 
Alternatives Phase.



Grosvenor 
Alternative

NOTE: Alignment, station locations, 
dedicated lane assumptions, and 
pedestrian/bike facilities based on 
the County’s Transitways Corridor 
Master Plan, Master Plan of 
Highways and Transitways, and 
Bicycle Master Plan. All are subject 
to further analysis during the Build 
Alternatives Phase.



Metrics



Termini Screening Results
Goals and Objectives White Flint Grosvenor Rationale

Provide a fast, reliable, 
efficient, and connected
transit service

White Flint Alternative serves more existing local bus 
trips and overall regional trips

Improve access to
jobs, activity centers,
and community facilities

White Flint alternative serves more existing jobs and 
community facilities with more travel choices

Minimize environmental 
impacts and utilize 
cost-effective design

Grosvenor alternative requires a less significant 
investment in infrastructure and potential right-of-way 
impacts

Provide improved and
accessible transit service for 
underserved populations

More disadvantaged populations live along or are 
connected to the White Flint alternative

Promote economic
development with appealing
and functional transit

White Flint better aligns with planned development

Improve safety of our streets
and the livability and
wellness of our communities

Both alternatives improve public safety on the corridor

No Notable Advantage

Some Advantage

Significant Advantage

Which Alternative Best 
Achieves the Goal?



Questions and Comments



Available Information 

Scan This To Access 
the Project Webpage

Scan This To View the 
Project StoryMap



Thank You

Sandra Marks – BRT Project Manager, MCDOT

Sandra.marks@montgomerycountymd.gov

mailto:Sandra.marks@montgomerycountymd.gov
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